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Oneonta Hometown Heroes Banners, 2024

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Storekeeper Chief Petty Officer 

Peter Martin Adams 
United States Marine Corps. 

United States Navy  
1962 – 2000 

 

Sponsored by His Loving Family 
 

Banner Location: Intersection of Chestnut 
Street & Watkins Avenue 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Seabee Robert Anthony Alley 
United States Navy 

WWII (1944 – 1946) 

 
Sponsored by Ralph, Rose,  

& Wendy Alley 
 

Banner Location: River Street  
(Between Van Woert Avenue & Associate 

Drive) 
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Corporal Harold  
Richard Anderson 
United States Army 

Korean War (1951 – 1953) 
2 Bronze Stars 

 
Sponsored by Joyce Anderson & Family 

 
Banner Location: River Street 

(Between London Avenue & Wilcox Avenue) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Master Sergeant  
Frank Antonucci Sr. 
United States Air Force 

WII, Korean War 
 

Sponsored by Frank Antonucci Jr. 
 

Banner Location: Main Street 
Intersection of Dietz Street 

 
 
 
 

 



© Greater Oneonta Historical Society, 2024 3 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Corporal Mary Antonucci 
United States Army 

WWII 
 

Sponsored by Frank Antonucci Jr. 

 
Banner Location: Main Street 
Intersection of Dietz Street 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Petty Officer Third Class Machinist’s 
Mate Harry “Ed” Back 

United States Navy 

WWII (1941 – 1945) 
 

Sponsored by The Back Family 
 

Banner Location: Main Street Intersection of 
Dietz Street 
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Sergeant William J. Baker 
United States Army 

WWI 
 

Sponsored by Bill & Pam Baker 

 
Banner Location: Main Street 

(Between Main Street & Grove Street) 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Gunners Mate  
William S. Baker 
United States Navy 

WWII 
 

Sponsored by Bill & Pam Baker 
 

Banner Location: Main Street 
(Between Grove Street & Market Street) 
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Staff Sergeant  
William J. Baker 

United States Air Force 
Vietnam War 

Det. 1 56th Special Operations Wing 
 

Sponsored by Pam Baker 
 

Banner Location: Main Street 

(Between Grove Street & Market Street) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Technical Sergeant  
Pasquo (Pat) Baldo 

United States Army Air Corps 
WWII & Korean War 

 
Sponsored by The Carrington & Johnson 

Family 
 

Banner Location: Main Street 
(Between Ford Avenue & Dietz Street) 
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Sergeant Tech 4  
Sullivan Baldo 

United States Army 
WWI 

5 Bronze Stars 
 

Sponsored by George, Mary, 
 & Jesse Baldo 

 

Banner Location: Main Street 
(Between Ford Avenue & Dietz Street) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Sergeant Charles H. Barney 
United States Army 

Vietnam War (1967 – 1973) 
 

Sponsored by Family 
 

Banner Location: Oneida Street (Between 
Orchard Street &  

Van Woert Street) 
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Technical Sergeant  
Harold A. Barney 
United States Army 

WWII (1941 – 1945) 
 

Sponsored by Family 

 
Banner Location: Oneida Street (Between 

Orchard Street &  

Van Woert Street) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Sergeant; Specialist Fourth Class 
Amos Bates 

United States Army 
Vietnam War (1962 – 1965) 
NYS Guard (1981 – 1988) 

 
Sponsored by Nancy Schobert-Bates 

 
Banner Location: Chestnut Street  

(Near Raymond Avenue) 
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Water Tender Third Class  
George Beams 

United States Navy 
WWII (1943 – 1946) 
Asiatic Pacific Medal 

Victory Medal, American Theater Medal 

 
Sponsored by The Beams Family 

 

Banner Location: Chestnut Street 
(Between Academy Street &  

Church Street) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Technical Sergeant  
Donald L. Bellew 
United States Army 

WWII 
 

Sponsored by Frank Antonucci Jr. 

 
Banner Location: Chestnut Street Intersection 

of Murdock Avenue 
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First Lieutenant  
David W. Brenner 
United States Army 

1950 – 1954 
 

Sponsored by Douglas W. Brenner 

 
Banner Location: Main Street Intersection of 

Market Street 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Lieutenant Jack Bresee 

United States Navy 
WWII (1943 – 1946) 

 
Sponsored by Bonnie L. Lado  

& Bret E. Bresee 
 

Banner Location: Main Street  
(Near Corner of Chestnut Street) 

 
 
 

 



© Greater Oneonta Historical Society, 2024 10 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Corporal Robert Brindley 
United States Army 

Korean War 
 

Sponsored by The Brindley Family 

 
Banner Location: Main Street 
Intersection of Market Street 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Sergeant John Brooks 
United States Air Force Security Forces 

1968 – 1972 

National Defense Service Medal 
 

Sponsored by Terry Harkenreader 
 

Banner Location: Main Street 
Muller Plaza  
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Corporal Jason Brown 
United States Marine Corps. 

Afghanistan War 
 

Sponsored by Wise Guys Sammys 

 
Banner Location: Chestnut Street & Water 

Street 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Staff Sergeant  
Joseph F. Buerger 
United States Army 

WWII (1942 – 1946) 

 
Sponsored by Michael &  

Geoffrey Buerger 
 

Banner Location: River Street 
(Between Gilbert Street & Duane Street) 
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Hospitalman Alberta Cahill 
United States Navy 

1952 – 1954 

 
Sponsored by Terry & 
Carla Harkenreader 

 

Banner Location: Chestnut Street 
(Near Intersection at Oneida Street) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Sergeant Tech 5  
Martin Carey 

United States Army 
WWII (1942 – 1946) 

Asiatic Pacific 
Helped build Alaskan Highway 

 
Sponsored by Patricia & Chris Carey 

 
Banner Location: Oneida Street 
(Near Corner of Orchard Street) 
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Airman First Class  
John J. Carney Jr. 
United States Air Force 

Korean War 
Good Conduct Medal 

National Defense Service Medal 

 
Sponsored by GOHS &  

The Carney Family 
 

Banner Location: Main Street Intersection of 
Dietz Street 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Private Second Class 
Wayne Carrington Sr. 

United States Army 
Korean War (1951 – 1954) 

 

Sponsored by The Carrington Family 
 

Banner Location: Main Street 
(Between Ford Avenue & Dietz Street) 
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Corporal Robert G. Caulkins 
United States Army 

WWII (1940 – 1943) 

HQ 6665 Base Area Group 
Purple Heart 

KIA 
 

Sponsored by Paula & Denise Marino 
 

Banner Location: Main Street, Viaduct 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Private Carl R. Centner 
United States Army 

WWII (1940 – 1945) 
American Defense Medal 

Asiatic Pacific Service Medal 
 

Sponsored by Carla & Lowell Huntington 
 

Banner Location: Corner of  
River Street & Associate Drive 
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Metal Smith Second Class  
Eugene J. Chicorelli 

United States Navy 
National Guard & Army Reserves 

Korean War (1951 – 1955) 
Good Conduct Medal 

 
Sponsored by The Chicorelli Family 

 
Banner Location: Corner of  

River Street & Gilbert Street 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

E4 Specialist 4 
John Michael Christensen 

United States Army 
1971 – 1973 

 
Sponsored by The Christensen Family 

 
Banner Location: River Street 

(Between Miller & Gilbert Streets) 
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Sergeant David Clapp 
United States Army 

Vietnam War 
Vietnam Campaign 

Bronze Star 

National Defense Medal 
Vietnam Service Medal  

Army Commendation Medal 

 
Sponsored by Bill Baker &  

Thomas Brindley 
 

Banner Location: Chestnut Street 
Intersection at Church Street 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

First Lieutenant 
Mary Comiskey 

United States Army Nurse Corps. 

WWII 
 

Sponsored by The Smith Family 
 

Banner Location: River Street 
(Between Gilbert & Duane Streets) 
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Radar Man First Class Petty Officer 
Willis “Bill” C. Dailey 

United States Navy 
WWII (1943 – 1946) 

Served on Destroyer Escort USS Hopping in 

Atlantic & Pacific Theaters  
 

Sponsored by The Dailey Family 
 

Banner Location: Near Corner of Chestnut & 
Oneida Streets 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Staff Sergeant Gordon A. Daley 
United States Army 

WWII (1943 – 1946) 
81st Infantry Wildcat Division 

 
Sponsored by The Daley Family 

 

Banner Location: Chestnut Street (Between 
West End Avenue &  

Hubbell Avenue) 
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Major Emerson Hobart Dedrick 
United States Marine Corps. 

WWII (1941 – 1945) 
VMF-451, USS Bunker Hill 

KIA 
 

Sponsored by The Blanco Family 
 

Banner Location: Corner of Main & Chestnut 
Streets 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Captain James Delaney 
United States Army Infantry 

Vietnam War (1967 – 1970) 
Army Special Warfare 

2 Bronze Stars 
 

Sponsored by Barbara B. Delaney & Letha 
Post 

 
Banner Location: River Street 

(Between Mitchell Street & Ann Street) 
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Chief Warrant Officer 2  
Patrick Joseph Delaney 

United States Army 
Vietnam War (1965 – 1969) 

3 Purple Hearts 
2 Bronze Stars 

Distinguished Flying Cross 
Air Medal 

 

Sponsored by Barbara B. Delaney 
 

Banner Location: Corner of River Street & 
Ann Street 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Sergeant Richard DiMartin 
United States Army 

Korean War (1949 – 1952) 
7th Infantry Division 

 
Sponsored by The DiMartin Family 

 
Banner Location: Main Street at Intersection 

of Market Street 
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Private First Class  
Anthony “Tony” Drago 

United States Army 
WWII 

106th Infantry 
POW 

 
 

Sponsored by The Drago Family & Huntington 
Memorial Library 

 
Banner Location: Main Street,  

Muller Plaza 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Sergeant First Class  
Carleton J. Delameter 

United States Army 
Korean War (1950 – 1952) 

Army of Occupation Medal Germany 

 
Sponsored by The Delameter Family 

 
Banner Location: Main Street,  

Across from Muller Plaza 
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Lance Corporal 
Robert Martin Dwyer 

United States Marine Corps. 
Vietnam War 
Purple Heart 

KIA 

 
Sponsored by Jan Dwyer 

Bobby You are Always in Our Hearts 
 

Banner Location: River Street  
(Between Gilbert Street &  

Duane Streets) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Aviation Boatswain's Mate  
Petty Officer Second Class 

William Ellis 
United States Navy 

1954 - 1958 
 

Sponsored by His Grateful Family 
 

Banner Location: Main Street  
Across from Muller Plaza 
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Specialist 4 Arthur D. Elmandorf 
United States Army 

Vietnam War (1968) 

Purple Heart 
Gold Star 

KIA 
 

Sponsored by The Elmandorf Family 
 

Banner Location: River Street 
(Between Gilbert Street & Duane Street) 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Corporal Herbert F. Escher 
United States Army 

WWII (1942 – 1945) 
 

Sponsored by The Escher Family 
 

Banner Location: Oneida Street 
(Near Orchard Street) 
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Staff Sergeant  
James Asbury Fawcett 

United States Army Air Corps. 
WWII 
POW 

 

Sponsored by Brian Fawcett 
 

Banner Location: Main Street 

(Between Ford Avenue & Dietz Street) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Tech Sergeant  
Amber Fogarty 

United States Air Force 
10 Years 

Iraqi Freedom 
 

Sponsored by Nancy Schobert-Bates 
 

Banner Location: Chestnut Street 
(Near Raymond Avenue) 
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Private Clinton E. Ford 
Company G 44th New York Infantry 

Civil War (1861 – 1863) 
 

Sponsored by David D. Schumann 

 
Banner Location: Main Street Intersection of 

Ford Avenue 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Colonel Charles “CW” Fox 
United States Army 

United States Air Force 

Air Force Reserves 
NY Army Reserves National Guard 
New York Army National Guard  
Vietnam, Desert Storm, OEF/OIF 

(1970 – 2006) 
Bronze Star 

Past Commander AL Post 259,  
Oneonta NY ‘75-’76 

Life Member of AL, VFW, VVA 
 

Sponsored by Edward S. Rowley 
 

Banner Location: Chestnut Street 
(Between Academy & Church Streets) 
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 Seaman Lawrence  
“Butch” Gennarino 

United States Navy 
Korean War (1952 – 1955) 

U.S.S. Bennington 

 
Sponsored by The Gennarino Family 

 
Banner Location: Main Street at Intersection 

of Chestnut Street 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Corporal George J. Georgeson 
United States Army 

WWI (1917 – 1919) 

28th Infantry Division 
 

Sponsored by The Georgeson Family 

 
Banner Location: Main Street 

(Near Elm Street) 
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Lieutenant Colonel  
James N. Georgeson 

United States Army Air Corps.  
WWII (1942 – 1946) 

United States Air Force Reserves  
(1946 – 1969)  

Mayor of Oneonta (1960 – 1961) 
 

Sponsored by The Georgeson Family 

 
Banner Location: Corner of Main Street & 

Elm Street 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Private First Class 
Carson Georgia 
United States Army 

WWII 
Purple Heart 

Silver Star 
Bronze Star 

Battle of Hürtgen Forest 
 

Sponsored by Lenore Foster 
 

Banner Location: Chestnut Street 
(Near Wall Street) 
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Seabee Robert W. Gill 
United States Navy 

WWII & Korean War 
 

Sponsored by The Gill Family 

 
Banner Location: Main Street 

(Between Elm Street & Ford Avenue) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sergeant John Goodspeed 
United States Army 

Vietnam War 
 

Sponsored by Rick & Lisa Mattice 
 

Banner Location: Corner of River Street & 
Parish Avenue 
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Private Thomas H. Greene 
United States Marine Corps. 

2nd Marine Division  
10th Artillery Regiment 

WWII (1943 – 1946) 
 

Sponsored by The Greene Family 
 

Banner Location: Oneida Street 
(Near Keith Street) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Master Sergeant  
Willy O. Grosslinger 
United States Air Force 

1953 – 1973 
Vietnam War 

 
Sponsored by The Grosslinger Family 

 
Banner Location: Chestnut Street 

(Near West End Avenue) 
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First Sergeant Albert W. Hanzalik 
United States Army 

Paratrooper, 101st Airborne 
WWII 

Bronze Star 
 

Sponsored by The Hanzalik Family 
 

Banner Location: River Street 
(Between Associate Drive  

& Bridge Avenue) 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Sergeant Terry Harkenreader 
United States Army 

Vietnam War (1972 – 1974) 
Second Armored Division 

 

Sponsored by The Harkenreader Family 
 

Banner Location: Main Street, Viaduct 
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Sergeant Fran Harris 
United States Army 

Vietnam War (1966 – 1972) 
 

Sponsored by The Harris Family 

 
Banner Location: Main Street 

(Between Ford Avenue & Dietz Street) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Lieutenant Bruce Hendley 

United States Navy 
WWII (1944 – 1946) 

Pacific Theater, Admiralty Islands  
& Philippines 

 
Sponsored by The Hendley Family 

 
Banner Location: Intersection of Chestnut 

Street & Oneida Street 
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Sergeant William Hughes 
United States Army 
101st Paratrooper 

WWII (1942 – 1945) 

2 Purple Hearts 
Bronze Star 

Presidential Unit Citation 
 

Sponsored by The Hughes Family 
 

Banner Location: Main Street 
(Near Elm Street) 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Private, Sharpshooter 
Aurthur Ingerham 
United States Army 

WWI 

France 
 

Sponsored by Nancy Schobert-Bates 
 

Banner Location: Chestnut Street (Between 
Raymond Avenue &  
Winney Hill Road) 
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English Interpreter 
Betty Irma Jaques 

Belgian Military Organization  
of Resistance (OMBR) 
WWII (1940 – 1945) 

Cie O.N.A.P. Marchienne 
American-French Auxiliary, 1949 

 
Sponsored by Nancy Johnson 

 
Banner Location: River Street 
(Between Gilbert Street & 

 Duane Street) 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Staff Sergeant Daniel Jones 
United States Army Corps. of Engineers 

2012 – Present 

2020 Raymond W Bliss Army Health Center 
Soldier of the Year 

2020 Ft. Huachuca Post Best Warrior 

 
Sponsored by Rick & Lisa Mattice 

 
Banner Location: River Street 

(Between Miller Street & Gilbert Street) 
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Private First Class  
William B. Jones 

United States Marine Corps. 
Vietnam War 
Purple Heart 
Bronze Star 

KIA 
 

Sponsored by His Proud Family 

 
Banner Location: Corner of River Street & 

Duane Street 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Corporal Frank Kanazawich 
United States Army 

595th Signal Aircraft Warning Battalion 
WWII (1942 – 1945) 

 
Sponsored by Michael Kanazawich 

 
Banner Location: Corner of  

Academy Street & Chestnut Street 
 



© Greater Oneonta Historical Society, 2024 34 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Private First Class  
Daniel Kettles Jr. 
United States Army 

Vietnam War 
Purple Heart 

Combat Infantry Badge 

 
Sponsored by Christine Kettles 

 

Banner Location: Main Street,  
Muller Plaza 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Chief Warrant Officer 4 
 Wright Richard Kilpatrick 

United States Army 

WWII, Korea, Vietnam (1940 – 1968) 
 

Sponsored by The Kilpatrick &  
Sheehy Family 

 
Banner Location: Chestnut Street  

(Between Richards Avenue &  
Raymond Avenue) 
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Lance Corporal 
Richard Glen Kohland 
United States Marine Corps. 

Vietnam War 
KIA 

Purple Heart 
 

Sponsored by The Kohland Family 
Your Family Still Misses You! 

 
Banner Location: River Street 

(Between Duane Street &  
Van Woert Avenue) 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Seaman Second Class  
Dorothy Moore Lewis 

United States Navy WAVES 
WWII 

First Oneonta woman to join WAVES 
 

Sponsored by The Lewis Family 
 

Banner Location: Chestnut Street 
(Between Wall Street & Church Street) 
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Private First Class  
Fred J. Lewis 

United States Army 
WWII 

Railway Battalion, England, Europe 
 

Sponsored by The Lewis Family 
 

Banner Location: Chestnut Street 

(Between Wall Street & Church Street) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Corporal Francis T. Lynch 
United States Army 

Korean War 
3 Bronze Stars 

Korean Service Medal 

 
Sponsored by The Lynch Family 

 

Banner Location: River Street 
(Between West Ann Street &  

Baker Street) 
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Technician Fifth Grade  
Paul Marino 

United States Army 
WWII (1942 – 1945) 

 

Sponsored by Paula & Denise Marino 
 

Banner Location: Main Street, Viaduct 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Private First Class  
Ralph T. Marino 
United States Army 

Company G, 106th Infantry 

27th Division 
WWII (1938 – 1945) 

Purple Heart 
KIA 

 
Sponsored by Paula & Denise Marino 

 

Banner Location: Main Street, Viaduct 
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Corporal Terrance  
Michael Marino 
United States Army 

101st Airborne 3rd Brigade Rakkasans 
Afghanistan War 

 

Sponsored by The Hunter Family 
 

Banner Location: Main Street, 

Clinton Plaza 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

First Sergeant Leroy Mattice 
United States Army 

Korean War 

 
Sponsored by the Mattice &  

Parsons Families 
 

Banner Location: River Street 
(Between Parish Avenue &  

Fonda Avenue) 
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Captain Paul J. McCoy 
United States Army 

WWII 
Wounded Po Valley, Italy 

First Sergeant when Co. G,  
Oneonta was federalized 

Purple Heart 
 

Sponsored by John McCoy 
 

Banner Location: River Street 
(Between Mosher Avenue &  

Meckley Avenue) 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Boatswain Mate Chief  
James McGuinness 

United States Navy 
26 Years of Service 

 
Sponsored by The McGuinness Family 

 
Banner Location: Main Street Intersection of 

Market Street  
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Sergeant Leonard Melillo 
United States Army 

WWII 
Purple Heart 

Victory Medal 
Good Conduct Medal 
American SVO Medal 

 

Sponsored by Lenny Melillo 
 

Banner Location: Chestnut Street 
(Between Murdock Avenue &  

Richards Avenue) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Builder Petty Officer Third Class 

Seabee Terrence Molinari 
United States Navy 

Vietnam War (1962 – 1968) 
2 Bronze Stars 

National Defense Service Medal 
Vietnam Service Medal 

 

Sponsored by Chrisie & Mindy 
 

Banner Location: Chestnut Street 
(Between Wall Street & Main Street) 
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Corporal Albert S. Nader 
United States Army 

Machine Gunner European Theatre 
WWII (1942 – 1945) 

Bronze Star 
3 Battle Stars 

 
Sponsored by The Nader Family 

 
Banner Location: River Street 
(Between Wilcox Avenue &  

Parish Avenue) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Specialist 5 Dennis Parsons 
United States Army 

Vietnam War (1968 – 1970) 

 
Sponsored by The Parsons Family 

 
Banner Location: Corner of River Street & 

Miller Street 
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Technician Fifth Grade 
Joseph Pecora 

United States Army 
WWII (1943 – 1945) 

957 Field Artillery Battalion 
 

 
Sponsored by John Pecora 

 

Banner Location: Chestnut Street 
(Between Hubbell Avenue &  

Murdock Avenue) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

First Lieutenant Roland Peters 
United States Army 

Vietnam War (1967 – 1970) 
 

Sponsored by The Miller Family 

 
Banner Location: Main Street 

(Between Grove Street & Market Street) 
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Sergeant Walter James Powell 
United States Army Airforce 

Top Turret Gunner B-24 

WWII (1942 – 1945) 
 

Sponsored by David M. Powell 
 

Banner Location: Main Street 
(Between Ford Avenue & Dietz Street) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Sergeant Leonard Pudelka 
United States Marine Corps. 

1953 – 1956 
National Defense Service Medal 

Good Conduct Medal 

 
Sponsored by Shelley & Peter Wallace, Glenn 

Pudelka, & Lisa Pudelka Weiss 
 

Banner Location: Chestnut Street Intersection 
at Main Street 
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Fireman First Class Jack Ranieri 
United States Navy 

WWII 
American Theater Medal 

Victory Medal 

Asiatic Pacific Medal 
 

Sponsored by The Ranieri Family 

 
Banner Location: River Street 

(Between Ann Street & West Ann Street) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Specialist 4  
George F. (Geof) Reynolds 

United States Army 
HHC 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry 

196th Light Infantry Brigade 
Vietnam War (1968 – 1969) 

Purple Heart 
KIA 

 
Sponsored by The Kendall Family 

 
Banner Location: River Street 

(Between Scramling & Parish Avenues) 
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Lance Corporal  
Donald A. Rittlinger 

United States Army 
Vietnam War 
Purple Heart 

KIA 

 
Sponsored by GOHS 

 

Banner Location: River Street 
(Between Gilbert Street & Duane Street) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Airman Joseph  
“Bobby” Rotolo Sr. 
United States Air Force 

1954 – 1958 
 

Sponsored by Wise Guys Sammys 

 
Banner Location: Main Street 

(Between Elm Street & Ford Avenue) 
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Corporal Donald Martin Rustay 
United States Army 

14th Infantry, Golden Dragons 
Vietnam War 
3 Bronze Stars 

 
Sponsored by Lenny Meilillo 

 

Banner Location: Chestnut Street 
(Between Murdock Avenue & Richards 

Avenue) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Corporal Lawrence J. Schaffer 
United States Army 

WWII (1942 – 1945) 
Purple Heart 

Good Conduct Medal 
European-African Middle Eastern Service 

Medal 

 
Sponsored by The Family of  

Larry Schaffer 
 

Banner Location: Corner of Chestnut Street & 
Richards Avenue 
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Sergeant Gene Schmidt 
United States Marine Corps 

Vietnam War (1967 – 1971) 
 

Sponsored by Maren & Lothar Bentz 

 
Banner Location: Main Street, 

Muller Plaza 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Master Sergeant  
John Schrull 

United States Army 
WWII & Korean War 

Bronze Star 

 
Sponsored by The Schrull Family 

 
Banner Location: Oneida Street 

(Between Van Woert Street &  
Keith Street) 
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Ship’s Serviceman Third Class 
Marino J. Scorzafava 
United States Navy SEAL 

WWII 
Frogman on the NCDU Unit 

Omaha Beach, D-Day 

 
Sponsored by The Scorzafava Family 

 

Banner Location: River Street 
(Between Baker Street & Wilcox Street) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Corporal Dennis Shea 
United States Marine Corps. 

Korean War (1953 – 1955) 
Professor at SUNY Oneonta for  

30 years after Service 
 

Sponsored by Paul Conway 
 

Banner Location: Main Street, Viaduct 
 



© Greater Oneonta Historical Society, 2024 49 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Major John Foord Sherman 
United States Army 
89th Infantry Division 

1941 – 1946 

Bronze Star 
 

Sponsored by The Sherman Family 
 

Banner Location: Chestnut Street 
(Between Wall Street & Academy Street) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Coxswain V6 Joseph Leo Signor 
United States Navy 

WWII (1943 – 1946) 

 
Sponsored by Catherine Townsend 

 

Banner Location: Chestnut Street 
(Between Main Street & Wall Street) 
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Aviation Ordnanceman Second 
Class Robert Smith 

United States Navy Air Corps. 
WWII (1943 – 1946) 

 
Sponsored by The Smith Family 

 
Banner Location: River Street 
(Between Gilbert Street &  

Duane Street) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Corporal Aage Scott Sorensen 
United States Army 

187th Airborne 

Korean War 
5 Bronze Stars 

 
Sponsored by the Hurley & 

 Sorensen Families 
 

Banner Location: Corner of River Street & 
Wilcox Avenue 
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Staff Sergeant John O. Stevens 
United States Army Air Corps. 

WWII (1942 – 1946) 
POW 

3 Bronze Stars 

Owner of Stevens Hardware Co. Inc. (1948 
– 2012) 

 

Sponsored by The Bailey Family 
 

Banner Location: Main Street 
(Between Dietz Street &  

Chestnut Street) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corporal James St John 
United States Army Air Corps. 

WII (1941 – 1945) 
 

Sponsored by Thomas St John 
 

Banner Location: Corner of Chestnut Street & 
Wall Street 
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Staff Sergeant Louis S. Super 
United States Army 

Company G 106th Infantry 27th Division 
WWII (1942 – 1944) 

KIA 
Purple Heart 

 

Sponsored by the Super Family 
 

Banner Location: River Street 
(Between Parish Avenue &  

Fonda Avenue) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lieutenant Colonel 
Edward P. Syron, PhD 

United States Air Force 
21 Years of Active Service (1971 - 1992) 

Vietnam & Desert Storm 
 

Sponsored by Nancy (Syron) Gephart 
 

Banner Location: Main Street at Intersection 
of Dietz Street 

 
 

 



© Greater Oneonta Historical Society, 2024 53 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Sergeant Bill Taggart 
United States Air Force 

Vietnam Era (1965 – 1969) 
Served Griffiss Air Force Base & Taiwan 

 
Sponsored by The Taggart &  

Morse Families 
 

Banner Location: Chestnut Street Near 
Corner of Richards Avenue 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Staff Sergeant Joseph Tessitore 

United States Army 
Company G 106th Infantry 27th Division 

WWII 
Bronze Star 

 
Sponsored by The Tessitore Family 

 

Banner Location: Intersection of Main Street 
& Elm Street 
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Chief Personnelman E7  
Barry K. Townsend 

United States Navy 
1977 – 1998 

 
Sponsored by Edward S. Rowley 

 

Banner Location: Corner of River Street & 
London Avenue  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Chief Warrant Officer 2  
Burdette D, “Dave” Townsend Jr. 

United States Army 

F Troop 9th Cavalry 3rd Brigade 
Vietnam War (1969 – 1972) 

Purple Heart 
Bronze Star 

Air Medal 
KIA 

 
Sponsored by Edward S. Rowley 

 
Banner Location: River Street 

(Between London & Wilcox Avenues) 
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Sergeant Donald C. Townsend 
United States Army Air Corps. 

WWII (1942 – 1945) 
Europe - Africa - Middle East 

Good Conduct Medal 

 
Sponsored by The Townsend Family 

 

Banner Location: Oneida Street 
(Between Chestnut Street &  

Orchard Street) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Private First Class  
James C. Vagliardo 

United States Army 
Battery A 386th AAA AW Battalion 

WWII (1943 – 1945) 
 

Sponsored by Connie Vagliardo 
 

Banner Location: River Street 
(Between Scramling Avenue &  

Parish Avenue) 
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Specialist E4 
Joseph Vagliardo 
United States Army 

Vietnam War (1967 – 1970) 
National Defense Service Medal 

Vietnam Campaign & Service Medal 
 

Sponsored by Billy & Denise Vagliardo 
 

Banner Location: Chestnut Street Intersection 
at Ceperley Avenue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Captain Ernest Vredenburg 
United States Army 

WWII 

Guadalcanal; Okinawa 
Bronze Star 

 
Sponsored by Chris Vredenburg 

 
Banner Location: River Street 
(Between Wilcox Avenue &  

Parish Avenue) 
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Sergeant & Petty First Class Officer 
Riley & Savannah Warren 

2007 – Present 
 

Sponsored by Wise Guys Sammys 

 
Banner Location: Main Street 

(Between Dietz Street &  
Chestnut Street) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Staff Sergeant  
Edward J. “Ed” Wells 

United States Army Corps. of Engineers 
Company B, 1st Engineer Combat Battalion, 

1st Division 

WWII (1940 – 1945) 
 

Sponsored by Maren & Lothar Bentz 
 

Banner Location: River Street 
(Between Gilbert Street & Duane Street) 
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Specialist 4 James  
Christopher Wheeler 

United States Army 
Infantry 

Vietnam War 

Purple Heart 
KIA 

 
Sponsored by Col. CW Fox 

 
Banner Location: River Street 
(Between Meckley Avenue 

 & Ann Street) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corporal Robert A. Wiedeman 
United States Marine Corps. 

Infantry 
Vietnam War 
Purple Heart 

KIA 
 

Sponsored by GOHS 

 
Banner Location: River Street 

(Between Duane Street &  
Van Woert Avenue) 
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Lieutenant Eric Wilson 
United States Navy 

Vietnam War (1966 – 1969) 
National Defense Service Medal 

 
Sponsored by The Wilson Family 

 
Banner Location: Oneida Street at Corner of 

VanWoert Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Airman First Class  
Robert Wolverton 

United States Air Force – Air Police 

Korean War (1951 – 1955) 
 

Sponsored by The Wolverton Family 

 
Banner Location: Chestnut Street at Corner of 

Hubbell Avenue 
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Aviation Maintenance 

Administrationman Petty Officer 
Second Class (AZ2)  

Julius J. Yaro Jr. 
United States Navy 

1971 – 1977 
National Defense Service Medal 

 

Sponsored by Jean Yaro 
 

Banner Location: River Street 

(Between Van Woert Avenue  
& Associate Drive) 

 
 
 

 
 

 


